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1.0 The reason for the decision 

 
1.1 To consider the effect of the Covid-19 pandemic on delivery of the statutory community 

governance review (CGR) process and to endorse the action taken by the Community 
Governance Review Working Group in not proceeding with the work during the pandemic.  

 

2.0  Recommendations 

 
2.1 That Council endorses the decision of the Community Governance Review Working Group 

in deferring work on the Review of Maryport and Flimby due to the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic 

 

3.0  Background and Introduction 

 
3.1 Section 100 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (The Act) 

sets out the process by which Principal Authorities such as Allerdale Borough Council can 
carry out a Community Governance Review of parish arrangements within its area.  

 
3.2 A petition calling for the establishment of a separate parish council for the Flimby ward of 

the Maryport parish area was submitted on 30 July 2019. The petition contained 250 valid 
local government elector signatures which is the minimum number required to trigger a 
review of that area.  

 
3.3 Section 83 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 requires a 

district council to undertake a review where a valid petition is received which relates to 
whole or part of the council’s area and where the council is not currently carrying out a 
review of the area and has not carried out a review in the preceding two years. As all of the 



conditions were met then the council had a duty under the legislation to carry out the review 
as requested in the petition.  

 
3.4 Council at its meeting on 25 September 2019 resolved to carry out a Community 

Governance Review of the Maryport parish area to consider the request for the 
establishment of a separate parish council for the Flimby ward and associated electoral 
arrangements, to review the ward boundaries of Maryport Town Council and the Council 
size of Maryport Town Council. 

 
3.5 A Working Group was formed to conduct the review, comprising members representing the 

Flimby, Maryport North, Maryport South and Silloth & Solway Coast wards.  
 
3.6 From September to December 2019 the Working Group conducted a CGR that had also 

been requested for the Silloth parish council area.  
 

4.0  Flimby / Maryport CGR and Covid-19  

 
4.1 Work had been due to start on the Flimby/Maryport CGR in December 2019, however the 

snap UK Parliamentary General Election delayed the start of the work. In February/March 
2020 the emerging Covid-19 pandemic further delayed the start of the work.  

 
4.2 As the pandemic situation worsened it became apparent that the review could not 

commence because of the need to hold meetings of the Working Group, including meeting 
with Maryport Town Council and with the petition organisers. The CGR will also require 
public meetings with residents from Flimby and Maryport.  

4.3 As the Covid-19 situation looked to be improving during the summer of 2020 officers started 
to discuss the potential of running some virtual or “hybrid” (online plus in-person) public 
meetings. However, it was considered that both of these options could exclude people from 
the process if they did not have access to the required technology, or if they did not feel 
confident in using technology. Wholly in-person meetings were not considered safe, even at 
that time, given the likely numbers that could attend, and as the Covid-19 situation has 
worsened during the autumn it is neither feasible nor safe to consider running in-person 
public meetings until the lockdown measures are lifted and the situation improves 
considerably.  

4.3 In line with advice received, a meeting of the CGR Working Group was held in September 
2020 and members at that meeting resolved to continue to defer the start of the review until 
the pandemic situation improved and allowed public meetings to commence.  

 

5.0  Delivery arrangements 

 
5.1 The public consultation aspect of the Community Governance Review will be delivered by 

the Community Governance Review Working Group as established by Council in 
September 2019. The Working Group will present its final recommendations to Council at 
the conclusion of the Review process.   

6.0 Implications and Impact 

6.1 Contribution to Council Strategy Priorities, Outputs and Outcomes  

6.1.1 Community Governance Reviews support the Council Strategy theme of Resilient 
Communities in terms of engagement with town and parish councils.   



6.2 Finance/Resource implications 

6.2.1 The duty to carry out a Community Governance Review and to bear the associated costs 
rests with Allerdale Borough Council as the principal authority. The costs will mainly arise 
from staff resources, the cost of public consultation events and from the running of working 
group meetings.  

  

6.3 Legal and governance implications  

6.3.1 The procedure for conducting a Community Governance Review is set out in legislation 
which requires that where a review is instigated by petition, it must be concluded within 12 
months from the date the council begins the review.  

 
6.3.2 Officers sought advice from the Association of Electoral Administrators (AEA) in March 

2019, and were informed that the issue of the delays to CGRs caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic had been raised with the Cabinet Office. However, legislation has not yet been 
passed that formally allows deferral of the statutory timetable.  

 
6.3.3 The risk to the authority is that the petitioners could mount a challenge by way of a judicial 

review due to the CGR not being completed within the statutory timescale.  However, the 
advice received was that the public safety considerations should be paramount and the risk 
of a challenge from the petitioners must be balanced against the risk to public safety in 
carrying out the CGR during a pandemic.  

 
6.3.4  The Working Group will, as part of its work, need to consider a likely implementation date 

for any changes recommended as part of the Review. They will do this in the context of the 
ordinary election date for towns and parishes being May 2023, and that any earlier 
implementation could bring significant costs to the parishes if interim elections were 
required.  

6.4 Risk analysis 

  

Risk Consequence Controls required 
Mitigated 
score 

Risk of a legal 
challenge as a result 
of not meeting the 
statutory timescales 
for completing the 
Review  

Judicial Review in the 
High Court 

Documented decision 
making around public 
safety reasons for 
deferral; advice from 
AEA; Working Group 
consultation; regular 
communication with 
petition group 

Medium 

 

6.5 Increasing satisfaction and service 

6.5.1 The CGR will look at the best option for democracy and the delivery of local services, at the 
town and parish level, for the residents of Flimby and the optimum arrangements for 
Maryport Town Council as a result of any changes that may be proposed.   

6.6 Equality impacts 

 No – an EIA will be completed as part of the CGR process prior to the public engagement 
events.  



6.7 Health and Safety impacts 

 
6.7.1 The health and safety implications are set out above and are the reason for submitting the 

report to Council.  

6.8 Health, wellbeing and community safety impacts 

 
6.8.1 The requirement to undertake significant public consultation as part of the Review and the 

effect on community health and wellbeing is the reason the Review has not begun.  

6.9 Environmental/sustainability impacts 

 N/A 

6.10 Other significant implications 

 N/A 
 

Appendices attached to this report 

 

Appendix number Title of appendix 

  

 

Background documents available 

 

Name of background document Where it is available 
Local Government and Public Involvement in 
Health Act 2007 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/28/contents 

 
 
Report author and contact officer: 
 
Lindsay Tomlinson 
Electoral Services Manager 
lindsay.tomlinson@allerdale.gov.uk 
01900 878657  


